17 a                           SEONI DISTRICT
Wheat is the principal export; but rice is exported to Chhindwara and the Narbada valley, and san-hemp fibre is sent to Calcutta, often to the value of four or five lakhs annually. Gram and oilseeds are exported to some extent, and also the oil of the kasar plant, a variety of safflower, which is very prickly and is sown on the borders of wheat-fields to keep out cattle. The exports of forest produce are teak, sdj, bljasal (Pterocarpus Marsupium) and bamboos for building, mahud oil, lac, chironjl (the fruit of Buchanania latifoha), and myrabolams, Ghl^ cotton, and hides and horns are also exported. Salt comes principally from the marshes near Ahmadabad and to a less extent from Bombay. Both sugar and gur are obtained from the United Provinces, and the latter also from Chhindwara. Mill-made piece-goods, from both Bombay and Calcutta, are now generally worn by the better classes, in place of hand-made cloth. Betel-leaves, turmeric, and catechu are imported from surrounding Districts. Superior country-made shoes come from Calcutta and Delhi. The trade in grain and ghl is principally in the hands of Agarwal and Parwar Bamas, and there are one or two shops of Cutchi Muhammadans. The centre of the timber trade is at Kurai, to which wholesale dealers come from Kamptee to make purchases. Barghat is the most important weekly market, and after it Gopalganj, Kaniwara, and Keolari.
The narrow-gauge Satpura extension of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway has recently been constructed. A branch line runs from Nainpur junction in Mandla through Seoni to Chhindwara, following closely the direction of the Seoni-Mandla and Seom-Chhindwara roads; the length of line in the District is 55 miles. The main connecting line between Gondia and Jubbulpore also crosses the north-eastern portion of the Lakhnadon tahsll^ with stations at Ghansor, Binaiki, and Shikara; the length of line in the District is 20 miles. The great northern road from Nagpur to Jubbulpore, metalled and bridged throughout, except at the Narbada, passes from south to north of the District. The trade of Seoni has hitherto been almost entirely along this road, that of the portion south from Chhapara going to Kamptee, and that of the northern part of the Lakhnadon tahsll to Jubbulpore. Roads have also been constructed from Seoni to Chhindwara, Mandla, Balaghat, and KatangI, along which produce is brought from the interior. From the hilly country in the east and west of the Lakhnadon tahsll carriage has hitherto been by pack-bullocks, and over all the rest of the District by carts. The length oi metalled roads is 133 miles and of unmetalled roads 116 miles, all maintained by the Public Works department The maintenance charges in 1903-4 were Rs. 64,000, Avenues of trees exist for short and broken lengths on the principal roads.
From 1823 to 1827 the District suffered from a succession of short